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RIAA NEWS
2017 Responsible Investment Benchmark Report to launch
Responsible investing has truly come of age over
recent years, with strong consumer demand from
an ever-increasing wave of investors aligning their
investments with their personal values. However
the question remains - how is this translating into
more capital flowing into responsible investments?
RIAA is pleased to invite you to the launch of this
year’s Responsible Investment Benchmark Report,
where you can be first to hear how responsible
investing is growing in Australia and New Zealand.
Join us at KPMG in Melbourne and Auckland, where RIAA will launch the flagship report that has measured the size, growth
and performance of responsible and ethical investment each year for the past 16 years.
Register now to attend this year’s Report Launch event:
EVENT DETAILS:
Melbourne
Tuesday 25th July
8:30am – 10:00am
KPMG

Auckland
Wednesday 2nd August
7:30am - 9:30am
KPMG

Register here to attend.
With great thanks to our sponsors who are supporting us to produce this year’s reports:

Registrations now open for RI Australia 2017
Registrations are now open for the 2017 Responsible Investment Conference in Sydney on the 15th and 16th November.
RI Australia 2017 will focus on the essential knowledge and expertise you and your organisations need to thrive in
a world where members and clients demand a responsible investment approach to their savings, investments and
banking.
From ethical screening and better management of investment risk, through to enhanced portfolios and achieving
impact across the portfolio, the next wave of responsible investing will focus on the way our investments are shaping
the future.
RIAA’s annual conference is the premier event built on a cutting-edge program including thought-leaders on
responsible, ethical and impact investment. This year’s event brings together people spanning superannuation, funds
management, financial advisory, foundations, family offices and beyond - from retail to institutional.
After two sold out years, the RI Australia 2017 conference will be our biggest yet, with 300 delegates in Sydney over 2 full
days.
See here for more information.
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RIAA presents on Inquiry into Modern Slavery
Following on from RIAA’s recent submission, on June 23rd RIAA presented to the Joint Standing Committee of Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Trade’s Inquiry to express our strong support for the establishment of a Modern Slavery Act in
Australia. To view the submission see here.

Impact Investment Forum Investor Field Trips
RIAA’s annual investor field trips have become a highly anticipated event, giving members the chance to be immersed
in timely expert information on responsible investment strategies and issues. This year, with the launch of our new
Impact Investment Forum, RIAA will hold two member field trips focused on impact investing. Our field trips will be
taking investors and advisers out into the field to meet with pioneering impact investors, investees and key players in
this growing field.
RIAA members will partake in a two day exploration of impact investing including constructing a portfolio that delivers
measurable positive impact, unpacking different asset classes for impact and looking at some key thematics including
housing and conservation. The trip will provide participants with a unique opportunity to gain a deeper understanding
of the growing market for impact investing, and where the risks and opportunities lie.
The field trip on 23 and 24 August is designed for institutional investors, while the field trip on 5 and 6 September is
designed for advisers, trusts, foundations, and family offices. Stay tuned for more information, or express your interest
here.

RI Australia 2017
Shape The Future
Sydney - 15 & 16 Nov

Australia’s largest responsible
investment conference.

Early bird
tickets on
sale now.

Welcome to our new members!
RIAA is pleased to see our active network of members continuing to grow strongly, from 147 members as at July 2015 to
over 180 members today who combined manage well over $1 trillion in assets globally. We welcome our latest members
to join:
•
•
•
•
•

BetaShares Capital (Asset Manager)
Medical Assurance Society New Zealand (Asset Owner)
Anne Taylor (Financial Adviser)
Janet Natta (Financial Adviser)
Peter Bentley (Supporting Individual)

Interested in joining RIAA? See our membership guide here, or feel free to get in touch with us at
info@responsibleinvestment.org

New RI Certifications
Congratulations to the following members who have had products certified, or are themselves certified:
•
•

Morphic Ethical Equities Fund
VicSuper Socially Conscious Investment Option

RIAA has over 120 certified investment products under the Responsible Investment
Certification Program, to view certified products visit responsiblereturns.com.au

Recent RIAA Events
RIAA recently held two webinars on June 22nd: the first was the latest in our Certification Quarterly Series featuring
insights from our recently certified funds as well as the annual GSIA Global Trends in Responsible Investment webinar.
Members are now able to see a recording and additional resources such as the Certification Quarterly Report in the
Members Only Resources page on the RIAA website. You will also be able to access other recent content such as our
Controversial Weapons Screening webinar and ESG Trends 2017 webinar.

UPCOMING EVENTS
RIAA EVENTS

INDUSTRY EVENTS

RIAA Investor Field Trips
23 - 24 August 2017
5 - 6 September 2017

Women in Super National Roadshow
Australian Capital Cities
2 August - 7 September 2017
More Info

RI Benchmark Report Launch AU & NZ
Melbourne 25 July 2017
Auckland 2 August 2017
More Info
New Zealand RI Conference
31 October 2017
Australian RI Conference
15 -16 November 2017
More Info

IFA NZ Adviser Conference
Auckland
3 - 4 August 2017
NAB Super Fund Conference
Melbourne
15 August 2017
Global Purposeful Leadership Summit
Sydney
20 - 22 September 2017
RIAA members recieved a 10% discount with the code ‘RIAA’
More info

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
The Big Choke
Neil Unmack, Breaking Views 21 June 2017
Economics rather than ethics will choke big tobacco. Aviva is the latest investor to quit cigarette stocks. The sector has
yet to suffer any material harm. Nor does it lack capital. Yet there are plenty of reasons to be nervous about current
valuations.
Achmea, AXA and SCOR have already decided not to invest in a product that the World Health Organisation says kills 7
million people a year. The retreat from the sector reflect the rise of socially responsible investing, which accounts for
one in five dollars managed in the United States.
Read more.

MEMBER NEWS
CFGSAM releases 10th RI & Stewardship Report
Colonial First State Global Asset Management has launched its 10th Responsible Investment & Stewardship Report.
The report is a strong example of RI reporting and transparency, challenging conventional views on measurement of
performance, and is one of the first global investment manager reports to be TCFD aligned.
Read more
Regnan appoints new CEO
The Board of Regnan, one of Australia’s leading providers of ESG research and engagement has announced the
appointment of Pauline Vamos, previously of ASFA, as its new CEO.
Read more
Christian Super wins Asset Owner of the Year
Christian Super wins Asset Owner of the Year at 2017 Global Steering Group Impact Summit held in Chicago on the 10th
July for their pioneering approach to impact investing.
Read more
BlackRock exceeds $1B target for Green Bond Fund
Uncertain policy environments have done little to dissuade investors from renewable energy investments with
BlackRock’s second Global Renewable Power Fund closing after raising $1.6 billion (USD) from investors, exceeding its $1
billion target.
Read more
Sustainalytics on a strong growth path
ESG research and ratings organisation Sustinalytics is expanding its Sydney team to reflect the strong growth in
responsible investment in the Australian and New Zealand region.
Read more
Social Ventures Australia welcomes new Executive Director
Social Ventures Australia has appointed Michael Lynch to lead and build the organisation’s fast-growing impact
investing practice.
Read more
NZ Super 2017 ARA Award Winner
New Zealand Super Fund is a Gold Award Winner at the 2017 Australasian Reporting Awards which recognise the quality
of financial reporting and communicating with stakeholders in Australasia.
Read more
VicSuper launches Socially Conscious Member Option
VicSuper has launched its new Socially Conscious member option to cater for growing number of employer and
members concerned about climate change, human rights violations and companies involved in potentially harmful
activities.
Read more

UBS: Millennials to control as much as $31 trillion by 2020
UBS predicts that millennials are set to be worth as much as $31 trillion by 2020 and are the age group that is most
willing and able use their private wealth for the public good.
Read more
Australian Ethical wins ACSRF mandate
Australian Catholic Superannuation and Retirement Fund has chosen Australian Ethical to manage its $128 million
responsible investment option.
Read more

INDUSTRY NEWS
NAB releases report on SRI
NAB and the Australian Centre for Financial Studies has released a review of socially responsible investing in Australia,
seeking to explain the seven categories of SRI strategies along with a review of performance data.
Read more
Trump fuels demand for more ethical investing
The rise of Donald Trump has helped fuel the formation of the “ethical generation,” which is comprised of socially
conscious consumers committed to ensuring their investments are sustainable and align with their own world view.
This is driving the launch of new fintech companies targeting millennials through responsible investment offerings,
such as the investment platform Goodments.
Read more
TCFD releases its Final Recommendations
The Task Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures has release its final recommendations in a report that provides
a framework for climate related disclosures.
Read more
KiwiSaver funds have shifted en masse
New Zealand’s six largest KiwiSaver providers have all indicated strengthened responsible investment policies after a
record number of people changed schemes following revelations that $150 million of funds were invested in blacklisted
companies.
Read more
France to ban all new oil and gas exploration
France plans to terminate the granting of oil and gas exploration licenses in its territories as the country aims to
increase the share of renewables in the nation’s energy mix.
Read more
BOML: ESG helps investors avoid 90% of bankruptcies
Bank of America Merrill Lynch report states that not only does ESG investing highlight companies that are preferable to
millennials who represent the next wave of investing but also aids to avoid up to 90% of potential bankruptcies.
Read more
The electric car revolution is accelerating
Bloomberg New Energy Finance says electric cars will outsell fossil-fuel powered vehicles within two decades as battery
prices plunge, turning the global auto industry upside down and signalling economic turmoil for oil-exporting countries.
Read more
Insurance giant Swiss Re shifts to ESG
Swiss insurance giant Swiss Re is switching its entire $130 billion in liquid assets to trace ethical indices, the latest move
towards principled investments by the insurance industry.
Read more
NSW Government launches first social impact investment to support palliative care
The NSW Government has announced the launch of Australia’s first social impact investment to support palliative care
patients. It is expected to support approximately 8300 terminally-ill people in the Western Sydney Local Health District.
Read more

Acorns launches sustainable investment portfolio
Australian micro-investing app Acorns launches the Emerald Portfolio - an investment option designed to meet
environmental, social and corporate governance standards.
Read more
World’s first investment platform for women
Moxie Future has launched a new investment platform that pitches itself as the world’s first responsible investment
platform for women.
Read more
ACSI call for more climate-related disclosure
ACSI in its latest sustainability report highlights that only 130 companies of the ASX200 have a climate change policy or
emissions reduction target, while 70 ASX200 companies did not make any disclosure in 2016 relating to climate.
Read more
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